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Chair – Peter Carr 

Another year in the Ramblers calendar draws to a close and with much 
focus on Shropshire. When I look at what has taken place, I am 
amazed, BUT it has only been possible due to the unstinting efforts of 
our volunteers; from walk leaders to committee members. So 
THANKYOU to all of our fantastic volunteers – we could not achieve 
anything without you. 

We participated in the Shropshire Council 10 year review of its Rights 
of Way Improvement Plan and helped formulate the policies in the 
2018-2028 ROW plan and the Outdoor Partnerships 10 year strategy. 
Members have then contributed by commenting during the public 
consultation phase.  

We had two delegates and two visitors attend General Council in April 
(held at Bangor University). All who attended found it a stimulating 
and rewarding weekend. Shropshire Area presented a Policy Motion 
on enforcing the requirement (in law) for road side signage of 
PROW’s; the motion was unanimously agreed by General Council. 
There was a workshop (among several) on the Ramblers Guide to 
Shared Use Paths which had resulted from our 2017 motion to GC. 

In June we welcomed our CEO, Van Griffiths and our Director of 
Development and Delivery, Rachael Bayley on a whistle stop visit. 
They saw something of the practical P3 work undertaken in Shropshire 
and then had a walk and talk with our volunteers. Both were 
tremendously impressed by both the P3 approach and by the 
enthusiasm and dedication of our volunteers achieving the Ramblers 
mission. 

Again in June, we hosted the first of the 2018 Ramblers Roadshows. 
Volunteers from far and wide (not just Shropshire) gathered for 
training workshops in a variety of topics from Treasurer training 
through Rights of Way law to Social Media. These Roadshows take 
place each year at venues all over the country, they provide valuable 
volunteer training from staff and other experts, but equally important, 
they give an opportunity to meet volunteers from other geographical 
areas and to exchange ideas and build helpful contacts. 

- 2 - 

The weekend following the Roadshow saw the launch of the Telford 
T50 route, devised to help celebrate 50 years since Telford was 
established. Telford volunteers are to be congratulated on the very 
intensive work they undertook (with volunteers from other 
organisations) over a very short timescale to devise waymark and 
document the route. The T50 was opened by our Ramblers Chair, Kate 
Ashbrook, in typically forthright manner.  

In July Shropshire was honoured to host the annual Trustees away 
weekend held in Shrewsbury. Apart from long discussions on matters 
of policy and strategy the Trustees and staff visited the Plowden Estate 
for an afternoon. This gave an opportunity for Trustees to better 
understand the issues of managing an agricultural enterprise combined 
with improving access. Trevor Allison provided a one hour tour of the 
Shuts of Shrewsbury on the Sunday morning. 

Area Council after due reflection decided that the long standing Rights 
of Way Committee was no longer serving an effective purpose and 
that it should be replaced by an annual ROW Review meeting. In 
September we held our first annual meeting for ROW interests, whilst 
attendance was not high, we did discuss some major issues around 
volunteer roles and how we operate in Shropshire. These ideas will be 
further developed so that we can continue to be effective but not 
impose too great a load on the goodwill of our volunteers. 

Running throughout the year has been the Telford and East Shropshire 
campaign regarding the future of the Buildwas (Ironbridge) Power 
Station site and the need to include PROW and access provision within 
the plans. This campaign has highlighted that we need to establish how 
we can influence large planning schemes so that they include green 
space and access as Buildwas is only the first of several large 
developments on the horizon in Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin. 

As we move into the Ramblers new year we start the AGM season. 
We will have new volunteers taking on roles and existing volunteers 
taking on new (perhaps unfamiliar) roles. It is important that we 
support them as they grow into the roles; equally important is to look 
at how the roles can be tailored or divided so that they are not onerous 
and can be fitted in with normal life and work. Please look at what 
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training is available to help a volunteer – Ramblers Road Shows, 
informal events and special training events arranged by Area and 
encourage volunteers to attend. 

Over the next few weeks/months we will be organising further training 
in GDPR, and very basic level social media training (from our Young 
Ramblers Group). In addition we are hopeful that Shropshire will be 
included in the pilot of a national roll out of Walk Leadership 
Training. This latter is aimed at all levels of walk leader from 
experienced to novice and is intended to set a base line (think of it as a 
Kite mark) for walk leaders. It is not compulsory, but has been 
developed and piloted very successfully by Ramblers Scotland where 
virtually all (several hundred) walk leaders who attended attested as to 
the value and learning achieved. 

As well as looking forward it is important to also look back and reflect 
what has gone well, what has not gone well, what might we be doing 
differently to make us better at meeting all of our charitable objectives 
and to make life easier for our volunteers. Over the next 12 to 18 
months we will begin to see many changes resulting from our 
investments nationally in IT and knowledge systems. These will 
improve our communications with each other and with our members 
and will give us information locally on how effective we are in 
providing walks and in our ROW and Campaign work. They are 
however just tools and unless we embrace their use and adapt and 
change then we will stagnate and increasingly become irrelevant 

As to myself; I was honoured to be re-elected as a Trustee for a further 
year at General Council. I am eligible to seek re-election for a further 
3 years at General Council 2019 to be held in Manchester, but I have 
not yet reached a decision on this. In terms of Area Chair, I still wish 
to step back from the role …….it is long overdue. Any volunteers!! 

So I end as I began. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered and 
made this a fantastic year; it is you who make the Ramblers in 
Shropshire Area what it is. 
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Treasurer’s Report by Jeff Vaughan 

Our 2017-18 Budget request was approved in full. Again, most Groups 
agreed to accept the Basic Allocation of £95 plus 99p per member. 

If we are to prevent future funding being withheld, Groups need to 
ensure that their Reserves stay within the 50-100% guidelines. Where 
Groups have designated funds for future projects, it is essential that 
these funds are spent within the specified time frame – maximum 2 
years. 

I would like to again thank all the Group Treasurer’s for their hard 
work and support. All Annual Returns were submitted by the due date. 
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Shropshire Area Ramblers Financial Report at 30/09/2018 

 Restricted Main 
Income   
From CO (Funding)   3,750.00 
Deposit Interest   0.00 
Wat’s Dike 600.10  
Total  600.10 3,750.00 
   
Expenditure   
To Groups (Funding)   1,761.96 
Newsletter/Publicity   12.15 
Campaigns/Casework   152.53 
Meetings (incl AGM)   1,466.16 
Admin   12.41 
Other   411.52 
Total   3,816.73 
   
+/- Income v Expenditure  600.10  -66.73 
   
Balance b/f from previous year   1,829.58 
   
Total  600.10  1,762.85 
Total all categories   2,362.95 
   

% RESERVE   85.79 
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Footpath Report – Trevor Allison 

This, my 9th report as Footpath Secretary, will probably be my last as I 
am handing over responsibility for the post to Phil Barnes. Because of 
the complexity of the role, it may take some time for Phil to acquire a 
sound working knowledge of all that the role requires. I am going to 
continue and develop my role as Walking Environment Officer and I 
have written a report for last year covering that aspect of my work as 
well. I would also like to spend more time on a Project to research 
‘Lost Ways’ throughout the Area, as I have a considerable knowledge 
of the whole network from my 50 month Project of several years ago 
during which I walked or attempted to walk every Right-of-Way in 
Shropshire. There are many parishes around the County where we 
have no local contacts, and there is no 3P. Group that can be consulted 
about matters brought to our attention. I will continue to advise Phil 
whenever a problem arises in these areas, and make a site visit if 
necessary, as I still have a reasonable amount of weekday time when I 
would prefer to be outside doing something! 
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We continue to do battle with one of our main concerns, cropping, and 
we have had our successes this year, with one landowner clearing 
maize off the Shropshire Way less than a week before the Maintenance 
Team were going to go in and do the work themselves and charge him 
for it. It is increasingly obvious to us that we must take a very targeted 
and properly timed approach to this problem. We know just how much 
paperwork and how much time the Rights-of-Way Department must 
use if they are to get action from a landowner while it is still possible 
for the offending crop to be removed, but we have been assured that 
the Department will not give up on the problem. 

 During the 12 month period this report covers, I have received 9 
Confirmation Orders where a proposed Diversion has been advertised, 
no Objections raised, the necessary groundworks carried out, and the 
new route confirmed as available; 18 Diversion Orders where a 
proposed Diversion has been advertised, any Objections may have 
been made and negotiations carried out, but the new route has NOT 
been confirmed as available; and 17 Proposed Diversions where a 
Diversion has been requested by a landowner and the Ramblers have 
been consulted before the actual Diversion Order has been published. 
Sometimes the landowner decides not to proceed at that time with a 
proposed Diversion, and sometimes a Diversion Order can take a very 
long time to confirm because of the nature and cost of the 
groundworks involved. 

Of these Orders about half are a result of granted Planning 
Applications, where a Diversion is necessary as a result of the granted 
Application. It is pointless to object to them because the Planning 
Application has been approved, but one can attempt to negotiate a 
better alignment or surface for the diverted route. A very few of the 
Diversion Orders are a result of a sensible rationalisation of a footpath 
network, where changed field boundaries, and many years of non-use 
of certain footpaths, means that the new network will open up 
opportunities which have not been available for decades even. 

The Council Officers in the Rights-of-Way Department are well aware 
of what we might accept in the way of Diversions and will warn 
landowners that any proposal which we are likely to object to will cost 
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them money if it goes to a Public Inquiry. They also try to put forward 
one or two Orders a year which are for the Public Good, i.e. they try to 
publish proposals to correct mapping errors or omissions which will 
result in the opening-up of a route which has been unavailable on a 
legal line for a long time, or never. 

Two Public Inquiries, one in Frodesley and one in Cleobury Mortimer, 
which were decided in favour of the Rights-of-Way Department, have 
still not been implemented because of the complexity and the cost of 
the groundworks involved; this is likely to happen whenever 
something contentious goes ‘our way’ because in general the work 
required is beyond the scope of 3P groups. 

Moreover some ‘obvious’ problems as far as what is on the map are 
concerned, will not be corrected at present, because what is available 
on the ground is adequate even if not on the map. This is especially the 
case where Shropshire Council owns a site, such as the Severn Valley 
Country Park, and has established user routes, but is very unwilling to 
spend large amounts of money on legal paperwork which would be 
needed to put everything right on the map. We may not like budgetary 
constraints but the Countryside and Rights-of-Way Officers have a 
much better grasp of the financial situation than we do, and they are 
always looking for the innovative solution which will keep routes 
available. They frequently acknowledge the valuable contribution that 
volunteers make to keeping our countryside open and available, often 
citing the fact that volunteers, whether Ramblers or 3P members or 
those belonging to other groups, did work in the last financial year 
work valued at the equivalent of 21 full-time employees. 

Finally the Mapping and Enforcement Team have recently published, 
on-line only at present, their own Rights-of-Way User Guide, which 
attempts to answer all the questions you may have about what you can 
and cannot do when going for a ramble!!  It is 11 pages long but you 
can easily print off the few pages that are relevant to an actual walk. 
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Walking Environment Report – Trevor Allison  

This is the first report I have written to cover this aspect of my role, 
previously it has been covered in my Footpath Secretary’s Report; but 
as the scope of the role has developed I feel it is now necessary to 
concentrate on it as much should/could be happening in Shropshire 
which falls under the aegis of this role. This report tries to explain the 
various aspects of the role and the ways that Rights-of-Way can be 
involved and should be considered. 

As a result of establishing a working relationship with the Planning 
Department of Shropshire Council I am sent details of any Planning 
Application that appears to involve or be adjacent to a Right-of-Way, 
even though the Ramblers are classed as Non-Statutory Consultees for 
ordinary Applications (we are only proper Statutory Consultees if a 
Right-of-Way is proposed for diversion, or even extinguishment). 
During a normal week I can receive up to 10 such Applications most 
of which can be quickly put aside as the work involved in the 
Application will not affect an adjacent Right-of-Way. The Rights-of-
Way Department is also consulted and can make comments on the 
Application but their reporting is concerned only with factual 
accuracy; our remit is somewhat wider, but if they have made a 
comment which covers our concern then I do not spend unnecessary 
time repeating the same type of comment. 

However, on occasions the Applicant or his Agent incorrectly answers 
a vital question on the Application Form which concerns the visibility 
of a site from a Public Road or Right-of-Way by saying NO when the 
answer should be YES. In which case, if a Right-of-Way is directly 
involved as the access to a site or passes through the site, then I will 
make an observation or even an Objection if the Right-of-Way is 
seriously compromised. There are certain well-known Planning 
Consultancy Firms that are rather good at missing such details, or 
using a version of the Ordnance Survey map which does not show R-
o-W’s and I always look at the Planning Statement to see who has 
prepared it. 

Occasionally a Planning Application falls through the Planning 
Department’s net, so to speak, and neither we as Ramblers or the 
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Rights-of-Way Department are consulted, as happened with the 
expansion of a ‘Chicken Facility’ in Upton Magna within the last year. 
Somehow I was made aware of the proximity of a Bridleway to the 
new building, and sent in a comment to the Planning Officer as well as 
pointing the omission out to the Rights-of-Way Department, who also 
then commented. When the Application went to the Planning 
Committee for a decision the Planning Department actually admitted 
that they had overlooked the Bridleway and acknowledged our 
contribution. Unfortunately the rare mistake is still made. 

When it comes to major Planning Applications for big housing 
developments or infrastructure projects then we can make a 
worthwhile contribution, if we concentrate on specific topics in the 
Application rather than making bland and wide-sweeping comments 
which do not address the important things. A good example is the 
proposed Oxon Link Road where some little used sections of 
uninteresting footpath are proposed for diversion, where later possible 
development around the OLR will render them pointless; the 
diversions are not worth fighting. However, where the diverted routes 
are proposed to cross the OLR, inadequate provision for the safety of 
walkers is proposed. So we, along with many other respondents, have 
pointed out to the Planners that this part of the Application needs 
changing, not only for the benefit of walkers but for the benefit of all 
non-vehicular users of the proposed routes. 

I also have to be on the watch for changes in the original proposed 
development, especially where the original Application was only for 
Outline Permission and the site was then sold on to another developer 
who applied for Full Planning Permission, but changed the scheme 
from what was proposed to start with. This has happened with a 137 
house development south of Ludlow and affects the proposed 
diversion of Ludford footpath 1. 

In a similar fashion we, under the leadership of Anne Suffolk, have got 
directly involved in early planning for the development of the 
Ironbridge Power Station site, which actually lies within the 
Shropshire Parish of Buildwas. What is needed is joined-up thinking 
about connecting existing Rights-of-Way on either side of the site, 
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through the site, and linking them sensibly with planned Open Spaces 
and Recreational Facilities. We may not achieve everything we would 
like, but if we show a positive, thoughtful and co-operative approach, 
we will achieve much more than we would if we made some sweeping 
objections to Planning Proposals. 

There are several other sites around Shropshire e.g. Tern Hill 
Barracks; a major development near Mile End Roundabout in 
Oswestry; the fields between the new Shrewsbury Town Football 
Stadium and the A5, for starters, where schemes that may take 10 
years to develop and complete, are going to happen. If from the start 
we offer thought-out and worthwhile proposals for not only footpaths 
but multi-user routes that will take cyclists and walkers to and through 
the developments on green corridors, then we have a real chance of 
influencing the layout before the Developers try and fix it ‘in stone’. 

To conclude, all sorts of developments are and will be proposed in 
Shropshire, both in the towns and in the countryside and the Ramblers 
need to respond with well thought-out comments and proposals. Just 
saying NO is not sufficient; if we say NO we must have cogent 
reasons, otherwise we should put forward proposals that are helpful to 
both walkers and developers. 
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Membership report – Peter Carr 

GDPR has made this a difficult year for membership secretaries with 
having to adopt new procedures and being faced then with difficulties 
in communicating with members. We are all feeling our way to a large 
extent in what is a changing landscape. By the time this report reaches 
members we will have had a further GDPR workshop which will 
hopefully have helped clarify what needs to be done and how. So 
thank you to all membership secretaries for your forbearance and with 
putting up with the extra work involved. Hopefully the extra work will 
now start to decline. 

In Shropshire Area our membership has shown a 2.2% increase, set 
against a steady decline in membership nationally. So well done 
everyone, we must be doing something right to attract new members. 

 Oct 2017 Sept 2018 % Change 

Telford & East Shropshire 243 253 4.1% 

Market Drayton 141 140 -0.7% 

Oswestry 158 152 -3.7% 

Shrewsbury 385 389 1.03% 

South Shropshire 170 168 -1.17% 

Young Ramblers 53 65 22.6% 

Not assigned to a group 1 31 40 29% 

Total 1181 1207 2.2% 
1 These are members who have chosen to belong to the Ramblers but 
do not want to belong to a specific group. They are no less valuable as 
members for making that choice.  
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AONB Annual Report –  
Sue Jones (AONB Representative) 

The Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is hosted 
and partly funded by Shropshire Council and, to a lesser extent, 
Telford and Wrekin Council. The Manager of the AONB, Phil Holden, 
reports to Shropshire Council and the Management Board, chaired by 
James Wilkinson, reports to the Partnership and receives its’ mandate 
from the Partnership.  

I am the Area Ramblers representative on the Partnership. This is 
formed of over 42 representatives from a wide range of stakeholders, 
including Natural England, the CPRE, the National Trust, the 
Shropshire Wildlife Trust, Land, Life and Livelihoods ( the Clun 
Valley), the Upper Onny Wildlife Group, the British Horse Society, 
Shropshire Tourism ,councillors from Shropshire Council and Telford 
and Wrekin Council, local councillors and parish representatives. 

The key objectives of the AONB are: 

 To conserve and enhance natural beauty 
 To take account of local economic and social needs alongside 

protection of the countryside 
 To promote sustainable development that does not encroach 

on natural beauty 
 To promote access to the countryside and sustainable tourism. 

It can be seen from the above that these are values and objectives 
shared with the Ramblers. 

The Partnership meets four times a year, following which I submit a 
report to Area Council. These can be read on our web site. 

Alongside the AONB and supporting its objectives is the Shropshire 
Hills AONB Conservation Trust. This has been set up as a charitable 
body with the aim of fund-raising on behalf of the projects which the 
AONB supports. The Trust also manages the ‘Friends of the AONB’ 
scheme. 
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There has been much discussion in recent months regarding ways to 
re-structure the AONB in the light of cuts to Local Authority funding 
and the need to be more pro-active, given the increasing pressure on 
the countryside. 

The Government has now commissioned a review of all Protected and 
Designated Landscapes under the direction of Julian Glover. This 
covers all the nine National Parks as well as the forty-four AONBs in 
England and Wales. We await the outcome of this review before any 
future direction can be considered. 

For further information on the variety of projects supported by the 
AONB and its dedicated staff, please visit the web site: 

www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk        -   and please become Friends 
of the AONB. 
 

Area Secretary’s Report – Gill Steed 

Another year has flown by and much has happened in Shropshire and 
Telford and Wrekin. The Group Annual Reports show much has been 
achieved from the fantastic footpath work, the fight for a new footpath 
across the Ironbridge Power station to the creation of a new Telford 
T50 50 footpath which was the result of collaboration with other non- 
Rambler groups. Thank you to all who have contributed in any way to 
their Group.  

Congratulations to Market Drayton for successfully having 3 of their 
Hidden Gems Walks included on the Festival Website. A thank you 
goes to Ken Dunning who has been so supportive of Area Council 
during his time as Chair of Market Drayton.  

We say farewell and thank you to Sue Jones (South Shropshire Group 
Sec), the Area Council’s representative at AONB meetings. During the 
years,  Sue through her knowledge and experience has kept Area 
Council well informed of matters pertaining to AONB. 

John Newnham (Shrewsbury Chair) is standing down as Area Vice- 
Chair and we would like to thank him for his support, experience and 
knowledge which will be greatly missed. 
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During the year we hosted the Ramblers Roadshow in Shrewsbury. 
My thanks goes to all those who volunteered their help, especially 
Amanda (Shrewsbury Group) and Cary and Jo (Telford Group) who 
produced an excellent and informative display relating to the Ramblers 
in Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin. Thank you also to all 14 
volunteers who gave up their Saturday to marshal the event. 

Vanessa Griffiths, Ramblers CEO visited and met with Ramblers 
members on a delightful walk around Shrewsbury. Thank you to John 
Newnham, Marion Law and Pam Day for recceing and leading the 
walk.  

Congratulations to SYR and the Telford and East Shropshire Group 
and Shrewsbury on their super social media sites. As a result the 
membership is increasing. 

Lastly the SYR has also agreed to host a Social Media Workshop on 
16 February 2019.  

 

Market Drayton and District Ramblers – Ken Dunning 

Ramblers asked groups contributing to the Walk About festival earlier 
this year to describe their walks in some detail and provide 
photographs of any Hidden Gems on the walks. We offered three 
walks and highlighted the Hidden Gems on them. Ramblers were 
clearly impressed by our efforts and included them on the festival 
website. Five walks were selected from the Midlands area and three of 
them were ours. We hoped this publicity would attract plenty of 
visitors on our walks and might lead to some new members. We did 
have four visitors who said they enjoyed the walks but all of them 
were from other groups. Our membership was not increased. This is a 
pity given the work that was put into organising and promoting the 
walks. 

We welcomed the Ramblers Roadshow that was held in Shrewsbury in 
June.  Several of our members attended workshops and others helped 
as stewards. It was also a valuable opportunity to meet members from 
other areas and those who work on our behalf at Central Office. It was 
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clear that groups shared concerns, with GDPR being a topical issue but 
it was also clear that Ramblers are a welcoming and supportive 
organisation doing extremely valuable work.  Our own response to 
GDPR has been to focus on getting our volunteers, especially walk 
leaders, to give their permission for their details to appear on our 
walks programmes and encouraging members to ensure that they have 
a Ramblers account, especially if they want to receive details of group 
activities by email. We have made very good progress on both these 
issues. 

We have continued with a full programme of walks on Sundays and 
Tuesdays throughout the year, walks on the first Saturday of each 
month and summer evening walks in June and July. Three of these 
walks have been led by new leaders. Our weekends away continue to 
be well supported with 43 members going to Grasmere and 49 to 
Anglesey. Our Christmas dinner was postponed until January when 65 
attended. All signs of a friendly and supportive group. Our 
contribution to 3P activities continues on the first Wednesday of each 
month with work in surrounding parishes as well as Market Drayton. 

One encouraging development this year was progress in getting some 
lost footpaths in Adderley put on the Definitive Map. This has been 
achieved by a longstanding member of our group who has been 
working with Shropshire Council on this matter.  He established that 
these paths were previously rights of way and discovered an 
interesting history of attempts to close them.  It seems likely that the 
paths will be reopened and we look forward to incorporating them in 
our future walks. 
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Oswestry Group Report – 2017 -2018 

Bruce MacDonald-Chair  I wish to thank all the committee members 
who have given me excellent support throughout my year as Chair. 
Their work is largely unheralded and is highly deserving of great 
praise. 

During the year we undertook three walks which were organised in 
conjunction with Sylvia Edwards, Montgomery Canal Community 
Development officer for North Wales and Borders. These were highly 
enjoyable and informative. We hope to do more in 2019 

I wish to give particular thanks to Barbara Pryce-Jones who has retired 
from her role as Membership Secretary. She has done this role for nine 
years, including, recently, the introduction to GDPR 

Pat Harper-Treasurer  We once again end the financial year with a 
healthy budget. The balance remaining in the P3 budget is £338.40.  
Surplus funds from Social activities this year are £207.57.  There is an 
overall balance of £2,255.32 to carry forward into next year. Audited 
accounts will be available at the AGM. 

Diane Smith – Sunday walking   52 Sunday walks were offered 
during the year. However the group urgently needs new leaders as 
demonstrated by the following figures: 90 plus walks offered on 
Sunday and Thursdays, led by 19 leaders (members) this equates to 4.7 
walks each.   

Ceiwen Danby – Thursday walking  A full programme of Thursday 
walks have been offered over the year, but due to some leaders 
dropping out, we are in much need of more volunteers.  

Maggie Hill – website and e-mail  The new Oswestry Ramblers 
website has been live throughout 2018. It uses the Ramblers template 
and can be found at www.ramblers.org.uk/oswestry. There are pages 
about the walk programme, news and events, improving footpaths (P3 
groups), reporting footpath problems and photos provided by 
members.  As before, the feed of future walks is there and the walk 
programme and newsletter can be downloaded and printed from the 
site. The old website has been closed. Further options are being 
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explored for the current, not very reliable and not very flexible  e-mail 
site.  A Facebook page will be set up to help communicate with 
existing members and attract new members. 

Barbara Pryce-Jones – Social Report  The annual Christmas walk 
and lunch was held at The Keys, St. Martins.  The spring walking 
holiday was based in Newport, Pembrokeshire and eighteen members 
attended.  The HF holiday was in Whitby, enjoyed by 19 members. 

Barbara Pryce-Jones – Membership Report   Membership at the end 
of September, 2018, stands at 152 against 159 in September, 2017. 
The Ramblers have replaced the old type of membership form with a 
leaflet. Most members now join on line, although one can still join by 
telephoning Head Office.    The new GDPR have been completed as 
much as possible.  All members wishing to receive information by e-
mail must have contacted head-office to ensure they have given 
explicit permission for this. Tel: 0203 961 3232.  The local 
membership list and the head-office one, have to be exactly the same. 

Peter Carr- Footpaths Report  We continue to look at problems as 
they are reported to us and liaise with the Council regarding solutions.  
Many can be dealt with directly by ourselves via our P3 group and or 
by discussion with the land owner.  Many problems have been solved 
during the year, some are still ongoing. 

Oswestry  P3 continues to maintain and improve the local paths. 
Permissions have been granted for gates to be installed in the woods at 
Llanforda Walled Garden and this will then provide another fully 
gated route close to the town.  Over the winter a re-survey will be 
undertaken and paths cleared and waymarked as necessary. The group 
has now installed a total of 25 gates.  More volunteers are urgently 
needed to help the existing regular group of 5 in this very necessary 
work. 
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Shrewsbury Ramblers’ Group Annual Report – 
Shrewsbury Ramblers’ Committee 

Footpath improvement is central to Shrewsbury Ramblers activity. Our 
P3 group is the most active in the county with 1619 volunteer hours 
this year and completes an impressive amount of work – gates, stiles, 
bridges, signage etc. Our priority has been the footpaths included in 
our guide book ’20 Walks in and around Shrewsbury’, but the group 
has recently worked as far afield as Craven Arms. Earlier this year we 
welcomed a new Footpath Secretary who has been able to respond 
quickly to reports of problems. He works closely with the Area 
Footpath Secretary to ensure a co-ordinated approach to footpath 
management. The most exciting project of the year has been our 
involvement in the Shropshire Way Association’s drive to develop a 
new route for the Shropshire Way as a linear, long distance footpath. 
The Association has completed the waymarking, created a website, 
produced a leaflet describing each section and has worked with the 
author from Cicerone to publish the guide book towards the end of 
next year. 

All of this work includes the protection of the countryside and enables 
access to it via its footpaths. Surveys of the Severn Way and the on-
going work for the Shropshire Way contribute to the enhancement of 
the rural environment. The rate of new housebuilding and a 
presumption in favour of building development is a challenge but 
planning applications are scrutinised and objections are made where 
footpaths are compromised. Group members attend meetings 
convened by Shropshire Council to ensure that our voice is heard, and 
the Rights of Way Group has recently been resurrected to enable 
informed discussions to take place and remind Shropshire Council that 
we will always do everything we can to protect the countryside. We 
are in regular contact with the local Wildlife Trust. 

It is important to let people know who we are and what we do by using 
the internet to reach more people cost-effectively. The Shrewsbury 
Ramblers website (www.ramblers.org.uk/shrewsbury) has been 
migrated from Joomla to the Central Ramblers platform. The previous 
content has been recreated along with new pages and positive 
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feedback has been received from other Ramblers groups. Other local 
publicity (newspaper/magazine articles, Facebook, Twitter) has 
continued to be highly successful and increased the number of people 
joining our walks – even on those days where numbers were usually 
low. Sundays, Tuesdays and summer Wednesday evenings regularly 
attract large numbers, Thursday morning and Saturday bus rambles are 
increasingly popular. Most walks include visitor(s) from ramblers’ 
groups elsewhere in the country and some holidaymakers from abroad, 
as well as new members or those thinking of joining us – they all get a 
warm welcome from regular walkers. Our membership numbers have 
started to rise to 391 -10 more than at this time last year - despite the 
sad loss of long-term members who can no longer walk with us, and 
the proliferation of other walking groups. The benefits of walking are 
widely discussed and new walkers are as keen to tell us how much 
better they feel as existing ones are to talk about issues relating to their 
knees/ankles/feet! Good walk leadership is essential to this feeling of 
well-being on group walks. This year we have had 2 workshops on 
walk leading, and sessions on using modern technology to provide 
support. These have been well attended (28 at both) and left members 
asking for more such opportunities. In April we held a Social Evening 
for walk leaders - and those interested in becoming one – and collected 
ideas from this group to create new guidelines to encourage and 
support new leaders. Coach trips enabling linear walks further afield 
are popular with our members: Penmaenpool to Barmouth in June; 
another along the coastal path from Borth to Aberystwyth in August, 
and a recent trip to Crosby to see the Gormley beach statues, a nearby 
NT squirrel park and a 9 mile walk attracted 50 walkers each. This 
year we had two Away Weeks which encouraged members to walk on 
5 consecutive days – some members didn’t realise until then that they 
were fit enough to do that. We were blessed with excellent weather 
both in May – at Barmouth - and October in the Yorkshire Dales, 
where groups of 17 and 24 respectively were led on wonderful walks 
by our own regular walk leaders.  

We have increased the number of walks using public transport, joint 
walks with other groups (Telford and East Shropshire, Young 
Ramblers); monthly Sunday family walks and an occasional pub meal 
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after a short Wednesday or Thursday walks which attract different 
people to walking. All our publicity, particularly the excellent 
magazine articles and photographs, tell their readers why we like 
walking so much, what the countryside means to us and why we need 
to preserve it. The photographs we show on our display boards or on 
Facebook show non-ramblers what they are missing and how ‘people 
just like them’ can access it and help conserve it. The Shropshire Way 
project, the guide book ‘20 Walks in and around Shrewsbury’- 
recently gone to its fourth re-print – effective waymarking, the website 
and our enthusiastic members, all serve to educate the public about the 
countryside and the benefits of walking as an activity. 

 

Shropshire Young Ramblers – Will Tandy 

Shropshire Young Ramblers have had a very successful year, with a 
packed programme of walks (including specific new member walks), 
weekends away and social events. This has helped bring in new 
members to the group, and has led to an overall membership of 65; an 
increase of 32% over the last year.  The group committee has worked 
hard to promote the benefits of joining the Ramblers to both 
prospective and existing members, and have been regularly publicising 
walks and events which are taking place. The use of social media, e.g. 
Facebook and Meetup, in conjunction with the website has proved a 
very effective way of recruiting new members. As such, the group has 
offered to roll out a social media training session to other group 
members in Shropshire Area. As a group, SYR have looked at ways to 
give something back to the environment in which everyone enjoys 
walking. A litter pick walk has been scheduled for March 2019 in the 
Shrewsbury area, working in partnership with the local council, and if 
successful, will be repeated in other areas. SYR is also looking to 
engage with footpath maintenance activities and P3 work, 
collaborating with other groups in the Area. In July, representatives 
from the group attended the Ramblers Roadshow in Shrewsbury, 
which proved a fantastic opportunity to learn new skills and meet and 
share ideas with other members from local and further afield groups. 
Following this, SYR is now looking to run an in-house navigation 
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course to increase the confidence of existing and new walk leaders. 
The group has also taken an active approach in working with the Area 
committee in promoting the Ramblers to other members, particularly 
the younger generation.  

 

South Shropshire Group Report – Sue Jones 

South Shropshire Ramblers Group had a low-key but moderately 
successful year. Our membership is large, around 155, a slight 
decrease on last year but very few of these members walk regularly 
with the group.  The number of regular walkers is between 10 - 15.  
Our Committee has had only five members during the period of this 
report. We offer a weekly Sunday walk, a group trip away, occasional 
shorter walks and other social events. We do not currently have the 
resources to do active campaigning or organising big publicity events. 

I will summaries our activities under the Ramblers’ Charitable Aims: 

Protecting and enhancing our footpaths and Rights-of-Way network: 

As stated above, our area is large, covering much of the Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty as well as other parts of South Shropshire 
not within the AONB. We have two key thriving P3 groups: Ludlow 
and Clun Valley. Excellent work has been undertaken not just during 
the period covered by this report but over many years repairing and 
restoring stiles and clearing footpaths, as well as reporting obstructions 
to Shropshire Council and working with them to deal with problems, 
wherever possible. Other parishes within the area also have P3 groups, 
but as they are not directly part of the Ramblers, we do not know 
where or how many. Our area includes the Long Mynd which the 
National Trust looks after and some of our members have helped with 
footpath work there. The Discovery Centre in Craven Arms is 
developing as a walking hub and footpaths emanating from there have 
been much enhanced and this has been noted and enjoyed by our 
group. 
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Protection of the Countryside: 

We are aware of the need to be vigilant with regard to the protection of 
the natural environment. As much of our patch is included in the 
AONB, it already has enhanced protection. Ideally, we would like to 
recruit a ‘Walking Environment’ officer to the committee who could 
scrutinise local planning applications. We are concerned, for example, 
about the increasing number of intensive poultry units. 

The Promotion of Walking: 

Our Programme Secretary has devised an excellent website for our 
group and is looking into the use of social media. We have a Display 
Board in the Discovery Centre. Our Sunday walks are advertised in the 
local weekly paper. 

Educating the Public: 

Individually, we engage with people joining our walks in discussing 
environmental and agricultural issues, but as a group, we do not have 
the resources to do more. 

 

Telford and East Shropshire Group Report –  
Anne Suffolk 

Our Group has maintained membership and walk numbers and 
contributed to the Ramblers charitable aims in the following ways in 
2018 by :- 

Protecting and enhancing our footpaths. TES Ramblers- 

 Participated in Telford  & Wrekin Local Authority (T&W LA) 
Local Access Forum,  Shropshire Council (SC) Central 
Walking Forum and Shropshire Way Association. 

 Commented on notices to divert, extinguish or change rights 
of way in T & W LA.  

 Arranged new replacement waymarks for the Hutchison Way 
long distance footpath from Newport to Wellington with T & 
W LA, surveyed and re-waymarked the route, reported 
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missing signage and helped negotiate improved signage with 
landowners. 

 Rejuvenated our footpath maintenance team with new 
volunteers. We cleared Severn Way in Ironbridge Gorge and 
reported missing and damaged signage. Cleared other 
footpaths reported as overgrown by members of the public. 

 Worked with Wellington Walkers to improve paths including 
the Shropshire Way in T&W LA 

 Developed new Telford T50 50 Mile Trail working co-
operatively with other local groups  to raise funding, develop 
the trail, waymark it, publish route description leaflets, a 
website, a Trail information board at its start in the Town 
Park, organised a mass walk launch event in Telford Town 
Park with Ramblers Chair of Trustees Kate Ashbrook as guest 
speaker with the Leader and Mayor of Telford & Wrekin 
Council 

Protecting the Countryside (access and planning). TES Ramblers 
have:- 

 Taken the initiative in fighting for new footpaths, bridleways 
and cycle ways in the Severn Gorge across the Power Station 
Site. This has attracted the support of some key decision 
makers in SC and T&W LA.  We were invited to a private 
stakeholder consultation enabling us to put forward our ideas 
to Harworth's the developers. 

 Commented on planning applications that involve rights of 
way.  

Promoting Walking and Educating the public in terms of 
countryside matters (health benefits, access, preservation and 
conservation. TES Ramblers have:- 

 Offered a wide variety of walks on the programme this year 
including more local and more hill walks.  Short and Social 
pub/ cafe walks continue to be popular.  

 Introduced new Sunday short family walks with Shrewsbury 
Ramblers (poor take up). 
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 Held meetings with two SC Division Councillors,  two T & W 
Councillors, the Mayor and Leader of T&W LA to discuss 
how walking benefits the local community (economic, health, 
social) and the better provision and maintenance of footpaths  

 Improved own website www.tesramblers.org and re-designed 
and developed our Group pages on Ramblers national website 
(first source of info for general public) 

 Increased our Facebook followers from 190 to 300, mostly 
non-members, by sharing posts with local councils, nature 
reserves, history societies, conservation bodies and local trusts 
and been shared in return. Our most popular posts with non-
members are about footpath matters and community issues 
plus walks photos with members. 

 Expanded the full colour newsletter, included articles written 
by individual members on why they love walking (very 
positive feedback on this), available to the public online 

 Had a regular 'local walks' feature in What's What magazine 
(every household in East Shropshire gets a free copy) 

 Featured in a Telford T50 Trail centre page spread in The 
Shropshire Star, a Radio Shropshire T50 interview and a 
Telford and Wrekin Council video involving an interview with 
the Group Chair.  

 

BRIDGNORTH AND DISTRICT WALKING CLUB 
(affiliated to the Ramblers) – Kathryn Dyson  

Marion Law continued as Chair for a second year. Membership has 
remained stable with 60 members.  

We have offered a Winter and Summer calendar of walks. Walks take 
place on every second, fourth and fifth Sunday of each month. Walks 
are led by club members. We have a mentoring system in place to 
support and encourage new walk leaders. The walks this year have 
been varied and we have visited some beautiful parts of Shropshire. 
The Group have also been further afield, walking in Snowdonia and 
Derbyshire this summer. All walks have been well supported, typically 
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with 10 to 20 members on each walk. We have also offered some 
alternative lowland walks at the same time as the more demanding 
mountain walks.  

The group continues to arrange short walking holiday breaks and this 
year the club visited Glenthorne near Grasmere. This was well 
attended and very enjoyable. Next year’s walk is already on the 
calendar and a booking has been made for HF ‘s West Lulworth House 
in Dorset.  

We continue to advertise walks in the local What’s What magazine as 
well as listing them on our website. We have a photograph gallery on 
our website and include links to maps of most walks. We are looking 
at ways to make greater use of Social Media.  

The club continues to support the Bridgnorth and District Rights of 
Way association (P3 group), which continues to grow with nearly 50 
volunteers. There is an established programme of winter and summer 
clearance activities. Three members of the association helped with the 
survey of The Severn Way in September  

Again a successful and enjoyable year for a thriving walking group. 

 

SHREWSBURY HILLWALKING CLUB (affiliated to the 
Ramblers) – Gill Pursey 

The Club’s membership currently stands at 47, an increase of 11% in 
2018 with some members living well beyond the Shrewsbury area.   

There are two planning meetings each year to organise the programme 
of walks from January to June and from July to December.  In the last 
year walks have been organised to a wide variety of places that can be 
up to two hours’ drive from Shrewsbury.  Dovedale in the White Peak 
area of the Peak District proved popular when the countryside was 
looking at its best in early May.  Trips to Snowdonia are a regular 
feature and have recently included Cadair Idris and its foothills around 
Arthog and Cregennan Lakes, Arenig Fawr, Cnicht and the Moelwyns, 
Carnedd Llewellyn and Moel Siabod.  Members have also walked over 
Llantysilio and Ruabon mountains as well as lower level routes in the 
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Llangollen area   Only a few hardy heat lovers turned up to tackle the 
ups and downs around Machynlleth on what seemed like the hottest 
day of the summer in early July whilst the walks organised in the Clee 
Hills, Church Stretton and Stiperstones ranges were more popular.   

Occasionally, walk routes or destinations are changed at the leader’s 
discretion usually due to a poor weather forecast.   Members are 
notified by group email in advance and this happened on a few 
occasions last winter.  Unusually for the club two or three walks were 
even cancelled. 

We continue to meet in Shrewsbury every Sunday morning at a time 
between 8 and 9 am to share cars and drive to the walk start point.  
New members are always welcome and if you’d like to find out more 
about the Club and perhaps join us for a walk contact Gill Pursey 
(Club Secretary) on 01743 272986. 

 

WEM WALKERS ANNUAL REPORT 2018 (affiliated to 
the Ramblers) - Tony Eccleston 

Wem Walkers continue to walk on a twice monthly basis. Walks are 
led by a volunteer who chooses the location and route. The walks vary 
in length from three and a half miles up to a maximum of seven miles. 

Last December our Xmas walk was followed by a meal from the 
Castle at Bletchley where 35 members enjoyed a lovely celebratory 
meal. 

In April we held our AGM with a Speaker which was followed by an 
informal bring and share meal. 

October 9th was our Autumn Social Evening, this year instead of a 
speaker we had a Beetle Drive followed by our usual bring and share 
meal. 

Membership remains in the "Mid Forties". 
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Whitchurch Walkers Annual Report (affiliated to 
Ramblers) – Neil Moore 

Our year has been a busy one as usual, we are seeing more walkers 
attending our Saturday walks than the Sunday ones but that is a 
national trend apparently. Our membership has increased to over 140 
and we have put this down to increased publicity through our website 
and Facebook page. Our walking festival in May was well attended 
with most of the walks on offer being full. The dates of our 2019 
festival will be Friday 10th May to Sunday 12th.  Our P3 footpath 
work continues, with us having a work party most Mondays installing 
furniture or clearing rights of way. I have commented on planning 
applications as requested by Trevor, but by far our most troublesome 
problem this year has been the vast areas of Maize grown which has 
obliterated rights of way. Some footpaths have been restored thanks to 
pressure from Shropshire  Council Rights of Way department but more 
needs to be done. A new bridleway bridge has been delivered to 
Hadley farm and is awaiting installation on B/way 0234/92/1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


